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SIR, 


HERE preſent Tou nth A Ser= 


mon, which nnd: Preach'd (mith= 

out any deſign of being made Publick) 
and 1s now Prauted , wholly in comphance 
with Your defere. 


You, who know how fem hours were alt= 
loteed - axe. for the Compoſure, will di= 
[pence with it Read, as mell as Heard, 
although it be no Polite and Elaborate 
Diſcourſe ;, and for others, that are leſs 
Candid, I am-not Soliwitous. 


Plain and uſeful are the Charafters I 
affett, if it may be any ways Inſtrumental 
to promote the good eſtate of their S = 
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— The Dedication. 

' who peruſe it, and ſerve to expreſs a 
real Gratitude for Your Favours , 1t 
will fully anſwer my Difen ; ho dat 
pray for your Temporal and Spiritual 
 Wellfare m this World, and Your Eter= 
nal Happineſs in the next ; and am, 


{ EF >  Þ 
Your Obliged, 
Faithful Servant, 


,  Lonis Atterbury. 
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So teach us to number our Days, thaforlly, | 
me may apply our Hearts unto Wiſe l 


v 
, 
I 
[ 


Aom. 


HIS Pſalm 1s a Prayer of Moſes, 
who, taking occaſion from the 
preſent Calamuties and Miſeries, J 

| with which the Children of 1{- \; 

rael were afflicted in the Wilderneſs; pens 's 

theſe Refleftions on the ſhortneſs, the un- _ 

certainty, and Miſeries of Humane Life, for 'l 

the uſe of the preſent and ſucceeding Gene- J 

rations: And, having inſiſted wholly upon 8 

this Theme in the firſt eleven verſes, he 1 

concludes with what influence theſe Conſide= 

rations ought to have upon our Lives and l 

Converſations. So teach us to number our days, x - 

that. we may apply our hearts unto Wiſdom. = 
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2 A Funeral-Sirmon. 


In which words I ſhall conſider, 


1. What is meant by. numbring our 


days. 


2. What by. applying our hearts unto 
Wiſdom. 


1. By numbring our days, is not meant 
any curious or ſollicitous enquiry into the de- 
terminate number of the days of our Life; 
for:this would be not only uſeleſs, bug im- 
poſlible to be diſcoyer'd by the glimmering 
Light of Humane Reaſon ; *tis only known 
to Omniſcience,. and a Secret: lock'd up in 
the Archives of Heaven. 


Prudens. faturi temporis exitum 
Caliginoſa nofte premit Deus. 


Says the Poet. God out of kindne( hides 
from us future Events, leſt they ſhould four 
the preſent enjoyments of Life. But thenum- 
| bring our days, denotes ſuch a ſober and 
{crious conſideration of the ſhortneſs and un- 
© certainty 
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A Fnnernl Sermpy. Y 
certainty of our Lives, and the ends for which 


God has beſtow'd the precious Talent of our 


Time upon us, that hereby we may be in- 
duc'd to make a right uſe of it. And thus 'tis 
frequently us'd 1n Scripture. - 


2. By Wiſdom is meant the applying 
our Minds to the truc Fear of God, or the 
leading a Vertuous and Religious Life. For, 
as the Greeks and Romans call'd the Knows 
ledge of Secret and Excellent things by the 
name of Philoſphy : ſo the Fews call'd it 


by the name of * Cochmah 
man or wiſdom, which of= 
rentimes occurs 1n Solomon's 
Works ; and thus 'tis uſed by 
the Prinutive Fathers. So that 


the plain meaning of che 
Words, is this. | 


* NEdto 'Inozy Yew Toy Oeds 
& Tus duds Sogiouvre ——Ignar, ad 
Smyrn. 2 Cor. 2.6,” , 

Ay ovgias £ 7h ftvyaonian, 
&c, Sermonem ſapientis vocat non 
eloquentiam ſed veram dottrinam cujus 
ipſe ettam divinus Apoſtolus gratiam 

acceperat, (&F divus Johannes Evan- 


geliſta, (5c. Theodoret in 2 ep. ad - 


Corinth, cap. 12. 


O Lord, ſo teach us to conſider the 


ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our Lives, that 
by living Vertuouſly and Religiouſly, we may 
wiſely provide for the eternal welfare of our 
Souls. So teach us to number our days, ec. 
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In which words are imply, 


r. The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 
our Lives. Our Lives are meaſured by 
days. 


2, Our unwillingneſs to number them: 
We muſt be taught it. 


3. How we ought to number them. So 


teach us to number, Cc. 


4. What effect a right numbring them 


would have upon our Lives and Converſa- 


tons. It would incline our Hearts to true 


Wiſdom. 


r. The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our 
Lives, which are meaſured outto us by Days, 
not Months and Years; teaching us, that-we 


- are only aſſured of the 7 »» the time preſent,” 


and know not bur the next momentour Souls 
may be required of us. We are truly one of 
thoſe Creatures Pliny tells us of, call'd 95m, 
Creatures of a Day; tor tho' our lives may be | 

length- 


A Funeral Sermon. & 
lengthen'd out to many. Months and Years, 


yet we are expoſed to ſo many Diſcaſes, 


ſuch variety of Accidents and Misfortunes; 
that we have reaſon to look upon every Day 
as our laſt. Ler a Man but contemplate the 


curious. Frame and Compoſition of -his- Bo zu. r3519.. 


dy; how many Springs and Wheels go to 
the making up this wonderful Machine © Let 
him but. conſider the infinite number of 
Bones, Veins, Arteries, and Fibres, the dife- 
rent Situations, Intentions, and Qualifications 
of cach,. together with their continual and. 
uriaccountable Fermentations ; and thart, if 
but. one Pin in this miraculous Movement 
15 out of order, 1t threatens the Di/olution of 
the whole; and he will ſoon find; how litcle 


reaſon he has co flatter himſelf with the hopes 


of long Lite, from Youth and a Vigorous 
Conſticuton ; that his life hangs by a ſlender 
Thread, and his Preſervatian 1s as great a Mi- 
racle as his firſt Formation. The ſtory of 
Damocles 1s the Caſe of every one of us. Whilſt 
we indulge our ſelves inthe Enjoyments and: 
Plcaſures of this World, and pleaſe our ſelves 
with the Hopes of many Happy Years to 


. conc : Death holds his Shatt over our Heads, 


2nd 


& A Funeral Sermon. 
and perhaps the next moment ſtrikes us 


through. 


'Twould be too trite a Theme, to particu- 
lariſe the many Diſeaſes and Accidents Man- 
kind is ſubject to, our daily Experience will 
ſuggeſt ſuch Conſiderations as theſe to us, 
and therefore I ſhall not infiſt uponthem ; but 
cloſe up all with the Apothegme of a Few- 
ih Rabbi. Suppoſe (fays he) you were fore- 
warn d of ſeven Men, that one of them ſhoald 
kill you, would not you put your ſelf upon your 
Guard at the approachof any.one of them : In like 
manner, when we are aflur'd that one day 
muſt be our laſt, ought we not in commion 
Prudence to prepare our ſclyes, leſt the Pre- 
ſent ſhould be ſo. And therefore we may juſt- 
ly wonder, © © my 


2. At our Averſion to meditate on the 
ſhoreneſs of our Lives, that we have need to 
be caughr this plain Leſſon, So teach ws to num- 
ber our Days, ©&c. Butalas! we are ſo taken up 
with the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of this 
World , our Facultiesare fo earneſtly arreſted 


-with the Objccts of Senſe, that 'tis very irk- 


{ome 
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A Funeral Sermon. 7 
ſome to us, to thinkof parting with ſuch dear 
Friends; and old Acquaintance. We fay with 
the Apoſtles in the Mount ; *tis good ro be 


here; and hanker after the Leeks and Onions 


of Fgypt, even when we are on the Confines 
of the Heavenly Canaan. We are indeed 
very exact in computing our Bags of Mo- 
ney and Acres of Land, our Sheep and Oxen 
are told, our Accounts ballanc'd, and even 
the Sands of the Sea eſcape not our Arithme- 
tick; but, as if the days of our Life had no 
relation to us, we ſeldom trouble our heads 
to number them, or elſe perverſely multiply 
thoſe few Units to an Eternity. For tho' we 
daily ſee many of our Friends and Acquain- 
tance ſnatch'd away from us in their Youth 
and the flower of their Age ; yet theſe we take 
little notice of; bur,if one amongſt an hundred 
lives to, threefcore years and ten, this is con- 
tinually in our thoughts, and we queſtion 
not, but 'our Lives wilt bear the fame Date 
with his; nay in extream Age, we flatter our 
felves with the hopes of many Years to come, 
and are never ſo old but we expe& to live 
a Year longer. Alexander the Great, puft up 
with his ſucceſs in Arms, declares himſelf - 

on 
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Son of a God, tho' his immature death at 32 
Years of Age provd him mortal. And the 
Roman Captains dazled with the ſplendour 


of their Triumphs, found they had need of 


a Memento te mortalem eſſe, remember that 
thou art mortal. And therefore we have 
great Reaſon, by a frequent Meditation on 
Death and Eternity, to looſen our Souls from 
ſenſual Objects, to ſhake ' off theſe Houſes 
of Clay, and call to mind thatthis World is 
not our Home, that we are of a more Di- 
vine Original, free Denizens of the Heavenly 
Feruſalem. And therefore Icome to ſhew, 


3- How we ought to number our days. 


1. Number only the Time preſent. Do 
not promiſe thy felt many Months and 
Years of Health and Profperity,ſinceevery mo- 
ment thou enjoyeſt, is the unmerited Largeſs 
of Heaven. That vital fire which informs 
thy unactive Clay burns no longer than 
'vis ſuſtain'd by the Breath of the Lord which 
at firſt kindled it; and therefore do not cheat 
thy ſelf, (as the generality of Mankind doth) 
and fancy thou haſt many years in ſtore 

ſince 
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ſince the time to come 1s-no more thine than 
that which is paſt, and thou may(t as well call 
back Yeſterday, as aflure thy ſelf of to Mor- 
row. To call chat time thy own which is fo 
little in thy power, would be to A&t over 
the folly of the mad Athenian, who ſanding 
upon the Key at Athens, took account of all 
the Ships that entered in, and their burthen, 
and fancy'd them his own. 'Twould be 
time miſpent to inculcate this plain and 
ſelf-evident Truth, did not our Experience 
reach us, that though *tis univerſally be- 
liey'd, *tis ſeldom thought on; for upon 
what account do men defer the Reforma- 
tion of their Lives ? why do they put off 
this important (and as they themfelyes con- 
fels) abſolutely neceſſary work? bur. that 
they expeCt their days ſhould be. exten- 
ded to the utmoſt limits of Humane 
Life, and they drop ripe into their 
Graves. | 


2. Appoint ſet times for numbring your 
days. For fo bewitching are-the Tempra- 
.tions and Allurements of the world, that 


unleſs we frequently meditate: on this Sub- 
C ject, 
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ject, we ſhall be apt to place our Aﬀecti- 
ons on things below; to take up on this 
ſide Fordan, and forget our Heavenly Ca- 
naan. We are Creatures of ſenſe, bufied 
about thoſe Objects which at preſent offer 
themſelves to us, and are very hardly per- 
ſwaded our Condition ſhall be altered. We 
promiſe our fſclves a long and uninterrup- 
ted ſucceſſion of Proſperity, the Enjoyment 
of our Goods for many years, when we 
know not but this Nighe our Souls may 
be required of us ; and therefore the Ad- 
vice of a Heathen Moraliſt, would cercain- 
ly much more become a Chriſtian, Thar 
we ſhould examine out ſelves every night 
before we compoſe our ſelves to ſleep, © 
"4 mzgiflu, 3 4 te, Wc, What Progreſs have 
I made in my Chriſtian Courſe 2 What 
Good have I done this day? What Sins 
have I commitced ? What ought I Go 
have done which I have omitted ? This 
would have the fame Efte&t with keeping 
an exact Account of our Temporal In- 
coms and Expence ; of which *tis obſery'd, 
that hardly any man that performs it 
carcfully, runs out of his Eſtate by his 

Own 
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own Profuſeneſs. This would keep our 
Conſciences tender, and ſtifle the firſt ri- 
{ings of Sin in our. Hearts: 'twould cruſh 
the Cockatrice in the Egg, and extinguiſh 
che Sparks of Luſt, before they arc fann'd 
inta the flame of habitual ſins. 


3. Number the days you have loft. 
Conſider with your ſelf quam minima pars 
vite eft quam vivimus, how little of our 
time we fpend in thoſe Actions which are 
ſuirable ro the Dignity of our Natures, 
and tend to promote our true, that is, our ” 
Ecernal Intereſt. For to omit that Infan- 
cy 1s the Life of a Plant, that Child-hood 
and Youth are Vanity, compute the time 
we ſpend inter peflina @ calicem, then add 
what we laviſh 1n eating, drinking, and ſlcep- 
ing ; what ill husbands ſhall we find our 
ſelves of that lictle which remains? the grea- 
ceſt part is taken up in purſuing the Cri- 
minal Pleaſures of the World, che Luſts 
of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and the 
Pride of Life : Whereas the worſhip of our 
Creator, the making our calling and E- 
lection- ſure, the preparation for Death, are 

C 2 often 
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often wholly neglected ; and generally but 
the Imployment of ſome leifure Hours : 
The beſt of us are too frequently allur'd 
by the Follies and Vanities of the World, 
we loſe many precious ſeaſons of Grace, 
and grieve and reſiſt God's Holy Spirit. 
And therefore ler theſe Conſiderations make 
us more careful for the future, let it ſuffice 
that for the time paſt we have been ſeduc'd 
by the ſolicitations of the Devil, and our 
own corrupt Natures; from henceforth let 
us preſs forward, redeeming the time, 
knowing that it 1s now high time to a- 
wake out of ſleep: The night: is far ſpent, 
the day is at hand, let- us therefore caſt off 

the works of darkneſs, and let us pur on. . 
the Armour of Light. 


4. Number your days 1n order to Eternity : 
Conſider, that upon a duemanaging this ſmall 
Portion of Time allotted usin this World, the 


Ex bos momento Eternal welfare of our Bodies and Souls doth 


depend. Thatthis World is,as it were, thegreat 
Laboratory for the preparing us for the nexc, 


- and thatif weare not perfected here, we ceaſe 


to be ſo for ever ; Death comes, and ſhuts the 
Door, 
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Door, and deprives us of the hopes of all 
future happineſs : If with the Fooliſh Virgins 
we ſlumber, and neglect totrim our Lamps 
with the Oil of Grace and Good Works, till 
the Bridegroom comes, there will be no 
borrowing then when we have need of it, we 
ſhall be for ever excluded from the Marriage- 
\ Feaſt: for as the Tree falls ſo it lies, and ac- 
cording as our management of thoſe Ta- 
lents God has here entruſted us with has been; 
ſuch will our condition be to all Ecernity 
hereafter. OEtermity, Eternity! whocan with- 
out concernment contemplate this endleſs 
State of Bliſs or Miſery > who can think on 1t 
without Horrour and amazement ? Tis a 
Stream which always flows, a Duration which 
- never. ceaſes; which muſt needs be above 
our Comprehenſion, ſince 'tis more bound- 
leſs than thought it ſelf, Did but the Sin- 
ner ſcriouſly meditate on it, could he bur 
once be capable of ſuch a ferious thought, 
*ewould make his Knees ſmite together, and. 
every Joint tremble. The Drunkard would 
let fall his Cup, and the boihng blood of 
the Laſcivious perſon, would chill and freeze 


at this conſideration ; that after he has en- 
7 dured. 
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dured Hell Torments more Ages than there 
are hairs on his Head, or Sands on the Sea 
ſhore, or than Arithmetick can number ; he 
ſhall be no nearer an end of his Miſery, than 
when he firſt entred into them. Be wiſe 
then in time, and weigh it well, which arc 
co be preferr'd ; the Pleaſures of fin, which 
are bur for a Seaſon, or choſe at God's Right- 
Hand for evermore : which 1s eaſieſt to be 
born, che momentary Sufferings of this pre- 
ſent Life; or the fiery Vengeance of an an- 
gry God to all Eternity. And that theſe 
Conſiderations may make the more laſting 
Impreſſions on your minds, 


5. Implore the Aſſiſtance of God's Crace, 
that he would teach you fo to rumber your 
days, Wc. For without this, all our endea- 
vours will prove unſucceſsful, the Tempta- 
tions of the Devil will be too hard for us, 
and we ſhall be born down by the ſtream 
of our corrupt Inclinations. *Twill be im- 
poſſible for us long to maintain a violent 
| Motion, that runs counter to our Paiſtons 
and- Appetites, without a ſpiritual Principle 
inſpird into usfrom above ; it muſt be this 
Spring 


_ 
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Spring which ſets all the Faculties of our 
Souls on working, and enables us to fur- 
mount thoſe Difhculties which otherwife 
would be inſuperable; 'tis the Grace of God 
alone which triumphs over Nature, and 
will in the end Crown us with a Wreath of 


Victory, if accompanied with our honeſt 


Endeayours. * Of this we have a plain in- 
ſtance in the Philoſophers, who were Men of 
moſt excellent Tempers, furniſhed with the 
moſt admired Precepts of Moral Philoſo- 
phy, and yet none of them could live up to 
their own Rules ; but by their Practice utterly 
confured their Speculation. They did indeed 
number their Days, their Diſcourſes were tull 
of pompous Expreſſions of the ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of Life, the contempt of Death,and 
Vanity of worldly things; but their Medi- 
tations did not direct them to apply their 
Hearts unto Wifdom. For neither Cato nor 
Brutus (who were repreſented as the conſum- 
mare Exemplars of Wiſdom ;” Men, who had 
realizd the ſublime Idea of Vertue deſcribed 
intheir Writings) were able to make a fair Ex- 
it from the Stage of Life. So inſufficient are 
the beſt Preceprs of meer Natural Roan 
| ike 


I6- A Funeral Sermon, 


(like Torrents that are dryed up in the heat 
of Summer, wien there 1s moſt needof them) 
they fail in extremity, becauſe not deriv'd 
trom che Fountain of Life. 


6. Frequently viſit the Houſes of Mour- 
ning, bchold your expiring Friends and Re- 


lations when they are on Beds of languiſhing 


and leaving the World, when all Prejudice 
and Paſſion leaves them, when the Soul re- 
tires within it felf, beholds all Objects in 
their proper Colours,and every thing in its true 
Light: Then liſten what Counſel and Advice 
chey'll give you. Will they bid you purſue 
the Syrez Charms of deluding Pleaſure ? or | 
court the Aery Applauſe of the giddy Mul- 


_ titude? or burthen your ſelf with thick 


Clay ? No, all theſe they'll, cell you are vain 
and uſeleſs, nothing yields them any real 
ſatisfaction, but the remembrance of a well 
ſpent lifs, a good Conſcience, ſaving Grace, 
and the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. I come 
to ſhew, | 


4- And laſtly, what Effect a right num- 
bring our days would have upon our _ 
and- 
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and Converſations. I will teach us to ap” 


ply our Hearts. tmto true ſpiritual wiſdom, 
which confifts in thefe tour things, 


1. In keeping ns from all wilful and pre- 
ſumptuous: ſins. 


2. In a careful improvement of Time. 


3. In taking off our Aﬀections from 
worldly things. 


4. In a due preparation for Death, and 
comfortable Hopes of Happinefs here- 


after. 


I» The frequent Meditation on the ſhort- 
neſs and uncertanty of our Days, will keep 
us from wiltat and prefumptuous fins. Tis 
the good advice of the Son of Sirach. Re- 
member thy end; and ler Enmity ceafe, re- 
member Corruption and Death, and abide 
in the Commandement ; for, he that confi- 
ders that he walks upon the brink of Ecerni- 
ty, wilt be very carcful how to direct his 
ſteps ; he darcs not _—_ the great Judge 

of 
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of the world, by a wilful violation of his- 
Laws; nor with the Rich man in the Goſpel, 
ſing a Requiem to his Soul, becaufe he knows. 
not but this night it may be required of him ; 

with St. Ferom, he fancies the laſt Trump 

continually founding in his ears, ariſe 
ye dead, and come to Judgment: And 
when tempted to the commiſſion of any ſin, 
reafons thus with himſelf. Would Ido this 
thing, if this day were tobe my laſt? and how 
know I, but my Soul may expire. the next mo- 

ment, ſince this very moment, many thou- 
ſands are breathing out their laſt ? And there- 
fore the I:dian Brachmans had their Sepulchres. 
before their Doors, that, both at their going, 
out and coming in, they might: remember 
their approaching Death, asa curb.to reſtrain 
them from all ſinful pleaſures, and immo- 
derate deſires of. worldly enjoyments. 


2. It would. make us careful to: improve. 
every moment of our time , . conſidering, 
how great the Task is. we are to perform in. 
thoſe few moments which are allotted us. For 
believe me (Friends) the buſineſs of our. fal- 
yation 1s a work of difficulty, and requires. 

| _ 
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our utmoſt Care arfd Diligence. The ſubdu- 
ing. our Corruptions, the denying of our 
ſelves, and breaking oft thoſe Vicious Ha- 


| bits, which have got the poſſeſſion of our 


Souls, and the introducing the contrary Gra- 
ces of Faith, Vertue, Knowledge, Temperance, 
Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly kindneſs, and 
Charity. This is not to be performed without 
Pains and Induſtry ; and therefore we are com- 
manded in the Holy Scripture, to work out our 
Salvation with fear and trembling, to ftrive to en- 
ter into the ſtrait gate, and to give all diligence 
to make our Calling and Election ſure. 


Now he that 1s heartily convinc'd of this, 
will hardly think it Prudence to trifle away 
any part of that time, upon which an Ecer- 
nity depends; the length of his Journey will 
make him mend his pace, and improve to 
to the uttermoſt, thoſe few Sands which are 
left in his Glaſs. He that underſtands wiſely, 
how to number his days, will think his whole 
Life little enough to ſecure the great concern 
of his Soul, and himſelf ſufficiently rewarded, 
if after many Faſtings and Watchings, many 
Prayers and Tears, many acts of Morttfica- 

2 tion 
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tion and ſelt-deayal, many coilflom Conflicts 
with the D:v1il, and his owadeprav'd Nature, 
he at laſt obtains, a comfortable hope of 
Happineſs in the Life to come. 


3 It will take our Af/etions off from 
worldly things, by ſhewing us how vain and 
tranficory chey mult needs be, ſince even -our 
Lives, upon which theſe depend, are fo uncer- 


' rain and precarious; if ' they do not make 


themſelves wings, and fly away, yet we muſt 
leave them, and be taken from all thoſe 
gilded Trifles, which, like the Apples of 'S0- 


_ dom, gratifie our Senſes for a little while, but 


X# Ovilee &v- 


t Ep. 


then crumble to Daſt, and leave an ungrate- 
ful ſmell behind them. 


For wouldeſt thou purchaſe to thy (lf 
a Monopoly of all the Wealth in the world, 
wert thou able to empty the Weſtern Parts 
of Gold, and the Haft of all her Spices, 
ſhouldſt thou encloſe co thy {cl the whole 


75 -Earch from onc cnd of Heaven to another, 
on ar.in and fill this wide world's circumftcrence with 


Golden heaps and hoards of Pearl: Didſt 
chou in the mean time fit at the Stern; 
and 
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and hold che Reins in- thine hand of all 
Earthly Kingdoms; nay, exalt thy lf as 
the Eagle, and fer thy Neſt among the Stars; 
or, like the Sun of the morning, advance 
thy Throne, even above the Stars of God; 
yet all this would be of no uſe co thee un- 
der the preſſures and accuſations of an a- 
waken'd Conſcience, or on a dying*bed ; in 
vain wilt thou then ſcek for a portion of 
Scripture to ſuſtam thy Soul, or call for a 
drop of that living water to quench thy thirſt. 
The Pomp and Splendour, all the wealth of 
this world, can give no relief in a day of 
wrath, (Prov. 11. 4.) they will all vaniſh 
as the morning dew, or, like broken Reeds, 
_ thy hands, when. thou leaneſt upon 
them. 


a. And laſtly, to prepare our: ſelves for 
Death, and lay good grounds for comfor- 
table hopes of Happineſs hereafter ; by fre- 
quently making up our accounts with God, 
we ſhall attain to ſuch an holy truſt and con- 
fidence in his Mercy, as not to be affrighted 
with thoſe terrors, which Death the King 


of chem uſually brings along with him. _ 
the 
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the Apoſtle tells us, that the ſting of Death 
is ſin; that 1s, 'tis the remembrance of paſt 
ſins unrepented of, and neglect of this duty 
. of numbring their days, which fills, even 
the Souls of Good Men, with fear and diſtra- 
ction at the time of their departure out of 
this life: The Devil then is very buſie, and 
repreſents to their Conſciences all the paſt 
mnuſcarriages. of their Lives ; he injects .dire 
and black thoughts into their Minds, and 
frequently drives them even to the gates of de- 
ſpair. - Now he, that 1s well practisd in this 
*holy Arr of numbring his days, and hath liy'd 
in continual expectation of his approaching 
end,has nothing to do, but,with old Simeon,to 
ſing his nunc dimittis ; Lord now letteft thou 
thy Servant depart in peace. Dceathis to him 
a welcom? Meſſenger, which brings him a 
quietus «to, A reſt trom all pains, laboursand 
Atfictions. He meets 1t with the ſame ſerenity 
of mind, that one meets a familiar Acquain- 
cance; and lies down in his Grave with as 
I;ttle concern, as he us'd to Ive down 1n his 
Bzd, Iſa. 57. 2. SO much reaſon had that 
wicked Prophet Balaam tor his with : 0 let me 
dy the death of the Righteous, and let my latter 

end 
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end be like his | What remains therefore, but 
that,from a frequentand ſerious conſideration 
of the ſhoreneſs and uncertainty of our time 
here, we be all of us prevailed upon to apply 
our Hearts unto true ſpiritual wiſdom; that fo, 
when -our Souls ſhall leave theſe Houſes of 
Clay ;and our mortal puf on immortality, we may 
be receiv'd into thoſe Heavenly Aboads, where 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfe(t, enjoy perpetual 
reſt and felicity, by an uninterrupted Communion 
with God in Glory;which we have good reafon to: 
hope, 1s the happy Condition of this Honou- 
rable Perſon, whoſe Funerals we here folemnize. 
Itwould be eaſe here to expatiate in a Pance- , 
gyrick on her Birth and Parentage,and thoſe 0- 
ther Endowments with which Nature and 
Education had bleſs'd her ; but this ſuits b=t- 
ter with the Forum than the Pulpit, and chey 
are all ſo well known to- moſt here, that it 


would be of no uſe at preſent. 


I ſhall only give you an account of 
thoſe paſſages 1n her, laſt ſickneſs, of which 
I my ſelf was a witneſs: In which, after ſhe 
had ſtruggl'd with the redious Infirnucies 
of alingring Diſcaſe, with an invincible Mind; 
ſhe exchang'd this Lite for a becrer; like a de- 

| vour 
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vout Chriſtian and'a' found Member. of the = 


Church'of England. For, when ſhe found her 
ſtrength decay, and that ſhe was going to her 
long home, ſhe earneſtly requeſted the Vrati- 


cm of the Holy Sacrament; an E 


deſired the Prayers of the Churclyſhe folemnly 
declarcd her lively Faith in God, her ſerious 
Repentance for the paſt Errors of herLife, and 
her unfeigned Love and Charity towards all 
the World; and, having receiv'd the Abfolut- 
on of the Church, ſhe paſt the reſt of her 
time 1n pious and holy FEjaculations; and 
at laſt deyoutly breath'd out her Soul, in the 
words of the Holy Stephen, Lord Feſus re-. 
ceive my Spirit, Amen. . : | 
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